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department of the Cumberland, including Kentucky and
Tennessee, and had the privilege of selecting four of the
new Brigadier-Generals to assist him. He wanted Thomas,
Don Carlos Buell, Burnside and Sherman. It had long
been Sherman's desire to return to the West, and he was
very glad to be associated with Anderson, under whom he
had served at Fort Moultrie ; so he quickly accepted the
proposition. A day or two later Anderson and Sherman
had a talk with President Lincoln about it, and secured
his consent to the arrangement, although Lincoln at first
objected to the appointment of Thomas, who was a
Virginian. So many Southern officers had gone over to
the enemy, that Lincoln hesitated to commission any.
But Sherman and Anderson convinced him that Thomas
was and would remain as true as steel. "I'll be respon-
sible for his loyalty," said Anderson, " with my life."

At this interview Sherman was careful to impress upon
Lincoln his earnest desire to fill a subordinate place and
not, under any circumstances, to be intrusted with inde-
pendent command. Lincoln declared himself delighted
to hear this, saying that he had all along been greatly
troubled to find places for the many Generals who wanted
to be Commander-in-Chief.

The official order, No. 114, making these appointments,
was issued on August 24th. A few days latter Sherman
was relieved, and was succeeded by Fitz-John Porter, and
immediately he set out for Cincinnati, where he met
Anderson and Thomas. On September 1st and 2d, these
officers met Messrs, Harlan, Speed, Jackson and other
prominent Kentuckians, and discussed with them the
general political and military situation. At this time the
Legislature was in session/ready to declare for the Union
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